
SUNDAY RECAP  | CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 
The Sunday Recap is a quick rundown of our time of worship together on Sunday and a quick look ahead.  
Our hope is that this will help us continue to reflect on the good news of the gospel all week long.  Enjoy! 
 
RECAP FOR: SUNDAY MARCH 11, 2018 
 
Lent Devotionals: 
Redeemer Presbyterian Lenten Devotional (can import to your ical calendar) 
Living Through Dying: 6-week Community Guide Through Lent by Saturate  
 

PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY   
Call to Worship 
L: All who gather here, rejoice! 
You have tried to shake off your sin, erase it, or at the very least forget it, but come, see what Christ has 
done! 
C: Come, let us see together! 
L: The Lord has fulfilled the law; you need no longer live under its shadow! 
C: Let us rejoice in the Lord together! 
L: Come, for Christ the Lord offers you new life in his Spirit. 
C: Come, let us gather in this Spirit and enjoy what Christ has done! 
 
Song: Be Thou My Vision 
 
Song: Man of Sorrows 
 
Prayer of Confession 
L: Merciful God, we open our hearts to you and to each other. 
C: Search us, Lord. Bring us into an honest space for contemplation. 
L: When we look within, what we see is sometimes too painful to bear. 
C: Let us examine our hearts with courage and truth. 
L: When we look within, we see anger. 
C: We burn with self-righteousness. We make enemies of our neighbors, 
turning away from love and towards cold stubbornness. 
L: When we look within, we see numbness and lack of conviction. 
C: We stumble through life half-asleep. 
L: When we look within, we see greed. 
C: We ignore those close to us in need. 
L: When we look within, we see despair. 
C: We see the brokenness of the world, and we let our hope die out.  
This is our pain when we look within, Lord. How will we bear it? 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
L: The Lord keeps no record of sins. We are the ones who keep records. The Lord keeps nothing, and offers 
everything. 
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https://www.redeemer.com/learn/resources_by_topic/lenten_devotionals
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_CmhvkLZ8KJuBATw_UzaOtCUZcj0Dbct/view?usp=sharing
https://standrewshymns.bandcamp.com/track/be-thou-my-vision
https://open.spotify.com/track/2ML2gqL8WYP70utD7JuO8i?si=CxFkUMB0Rz6W5TOL1P0uVA


C: With the Lord, there is full forgiveness, welcome, embrace,unwavering presence, even in all our 
weaknesses and failings. There is peace for the angry, wakefulness for the numb, selflessness for the 
greedy, and hope for the despairing. 
 
L: Family, may we lean into these promises, taking them on and reminding one another when we forget. 
C: We will aid one another in this new life. We will lower ourselves to service with Christ, enter into 
suffering with Christ, and share in the glory of Christ. Amen. 
 
Song: Give Me Faith  
 
Passing of the Peace 
The glory of the gospel is that even though we deserve separation from God forever- because of our sin 
against Him and one another- through Christ we receive His love.  Where there was hostility, there is now 
peace.  And  we share that peace together as God's family.  Take a minute to greet one another with the 
peace of Christ. 
 
Sermon: “The Death of Stephen and the Triumph of the Gospel”, Acts 6:8-8:1 
 
Song: Nothing But The Blood 
 
Benediction 
L: And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our God 
and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. (Philippians 4:19–20) 
Peace be with you! 
C: And Also with you! 
 
 

REFLECT ON LAST SUNDAY 
Call to Worship 
L: Lord God, we gather in this place not because we are deserving of your love and not because we have 
lived faithfully before your face. We gather here because you have called us. 
C: You loved us before we could love you. 
L: You have given your Son for our salvation. For this we join all creation in blessing you, praising you, 
thanking you. 
C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! You are great, and greatly to be praised. 
L: As we offer our praise, we long for you to mold us in the image of your Son, whose death and resurrection 
give us hope. 
C: Through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Song: All Creatures of our God and King  
 
Song: O Come to the Altar 
 
Prayer of Confession 
L: God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost.  
C: We confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your way.  
L: We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure when we are stained and great when we are small.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dNwt7LQiYck
https://open.spotify.com/track/4jMp7KzChDKfQHQ8vUhMYx?si=qdldCJTfTGi-uD-_mjobaQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tevVTnYvss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l37MNjjqJWo


C: We have failed in love, neglected justice, and ignored your truth.  Have mercy, O God, and forgive our 
sin.  Return us to paths of righteousness through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.  
 
Assurance of Pardon 
The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
     - Psalm 103:8,10-12 
 
Song: In the Hours 
 
Passing of the Peace 
As recipients of God’s peace, great one another in the peace of Christ this morning and, as always, go out of 
your way to greet anyone who might be new to our family. 
 
Sermon: “Service in Christ”, Acts 6:1-7 
 
Song: Alive in You 
 
Benediction 
May Jesus our Savior, lead you and guide you. 
May He love and minister to others through us 
Go in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
Peace be with you! 
C: And Also with you! 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Scripture to Meditate On: 
Acts 6:7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 
 
Quote to consider:   
“The very hour of disillusionment with my community, with my brother or my sister becomes incomparably 
healing, because it so thoroughly teaches us that neither of us can live by our own words and deeds, but 
only by the Word and deed that really binds us together, the forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ.”  
- Dietrich Bonhoeffer in  Life Together  

 
Reflection Questions: 

○ In our call to worship we said, “You loved us before we could love you”, why is that such good news 
to you? What are some things that tells us about the character of God? 

○ How have you been served by our church body?  What effect did that have on you? 
○ How are you serving others in our church?  How would you like to serve others? 
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https://indeliblegrace.bandcamp.com/track/in-the-hours-feat-emily-deloach
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hh1Fp0NiowA


○ Pastor Ryan said that we’ll only serve to the degree we really understand we’ve been served by 
Christ.  Do you agree with that?  Why or Why not?  How would you explain how Christ has served 
you? 

 
Heidelberg Catechism-  Question 86 
Q: Since we have been delivered from our misery by grace through Christ without any merit of our own, why then should 
we do good works? 
A. Because Christ, having redeemed us by his blood, is also restoring us by his Spirit into his image, so that with our 
whole lives we may show that we are thankful to God for his benefits, so that he may be praised through us, so that we 
may be assured of our faith by its fruits, and so that by our godly living our neighbors may be won over to Christ 
 
Suggested Resources 
Articles: 7 Ways to Love People by Leah Baugh 

Serving in Church: When Your Spiritual Gift Isn’t Changing Diapers by Catherine Parks 
The Power of the Cross by David Avila 
Consider Church Membership by Jimmy Fowler 

 
 

QUESTIONS FOR KIDS 
● What do you think it means that Jesus came to save the “poor in spirit”?  Are you “poor in Spirit”? 
● How do people in the church serve you?  How does that make you feel? 
● How would you like to serve the people of our church? 

 
New City Catechism: Question 34 
Q: Since we are redeemed by grace alone, through Christ alone, must we still do good works and obey God’s Word? 
A: Yes, because Christ, having redeemed us by his blood, also renews us by his Spirit; so that our lives may show love 
and gratitude to God; so that we may be assured of our faith by the fruits; and so that by our godly behavior others may 
be won to Christ. 
 
 
 
Sermon Review 
Title: Service in Christ 
Text: Acts 6:1-7 
Watch: https://cccplainfield.org/sermon/service-in-christ  
Podcast: https://cccplainfield.org/subscribe-to-podcast   
Sermon Overview: 
A complaint (murmuring or “goggysmos” in greek) arises among the young church because some of the 
widows are being ignored in the daily distribution of food.  How will the church handle this?  Will it divide 
them?  Will it hinder the progress of the gospel and the mission of God?  Lets see! 

 
Sermon Summary: The church is a messy community where Jesus lives and works 

Three things we looked at from this text: 1) Embrace the Mess 2) Live to Serve and 3) Remember the 
Mission 
 
Embrace the Mess 
A discrepancy in the church is certainly nothing that would make headlines, it's as common as table salt, but 
let’s look at the specifics here. There are two groups of people mentioned in v.1- the “Hellenists” and the 
“Hebrews”.  The Hellenists were Greek speaking Jews who lived outside Palestine and the Hebrews were 
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https://corechristianity.com/resource-library/articles/7-ways-to-love-people
https://www.reviveourhearts.com/true-woman/blog/serving-in-church-when-your-spiritual-gift-isnt-ch/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-OlbeU1eB2TEJpOgbuSwBGm7C7bmkDd7/view?usp=sharing
http://www.doctrineanddevotion.com/blog/consider-church-membership?rq=serve
http://newcitycatechism.com/new-city-catechism/#34
https://cccplainfield.org/sermon/service-in-christ
https://cccplainfield.org/subscribe-to-podcast


Aramaic speaking Jews who attended Hebrew-speaking synagogues and lived in Palestine.  The problem is 
of course that God’s community  is supposed to be the community where there are no poor, no needy, no 
divisions, and certainly no prejudice.  How this neglecting of the Greek-speaking widows will be quite telling 
of what this community is really all about.  Will they be further divided or unite under the power of the Spirit 
and the message of the Gospel?  
We have seen many signs so far in Acts (descent of the Spirit, speaking in other languages, bold 
proclamation, healing, etc.), now we have the opportunity for another sign of the reality of the resurrected 
Christ- His activity inside the community to resolve disputes in a loving and gracious way for the unity of the 
church and the progress of the gospel.  In that regard, this is not just a dispute, but an opportunity for the 
church to embrace the messiness that comes when sinners start living as a community together.   
From the very beginning the church has been a place of conflict.  Why? Because sinners are involved.  We 
are a mess and therefore our community is going to be messy.  But that doesn't mean it can't be a beautiful 
mess!  A mess where Jesus reigns and where we forgive and ask forgiveness.  We realize that the beutiful 
picture of what we would like our church to be will never really exist.  We will eventually be let down or 
dissatisfied in some way.  But if we expect perfection we only ruin the community that will never achieve that 
until Jesus returns.  Instead of being surprised at the mess, realize the mess is partly because you’re in it and 
let’s embrace it together! 
 
Live to Serve 
The Apostles give the instructions for the church to pick seven men to take care of these widows who have 
been neglected.  It's interesting that they deem this as a problem that needs to be solved, but they also 
know their own role and gifts enough to know they shouldn't be the ones to do it.  They need to continue to 
preach the word and pray.  It's a great tension we see that is necessary between word and deed.  The truth 
about Jesus, who He was and what He accomplished must be shared, AND people must be loved and 
cared for.  They aren't opposed to each other nor is one a “lesser” ministry of the church. They co-exist in 
order to further the mission of the gospel going to the ends of the earth!  But these Apostles were the ones 
who heard the teaching from Jesus.  They needed to be the ones preaching it!  If they give that up the 
mission is severely hurt.  But likewise if the community is fractured and doesn't serve the needy, who will 
listen to the message? 
They not only knew their role/gifting but they also knew their limitations.  They couldn't do it all.  Remember 
they are like a body, they each have different functions but the exist together.  If the Apostles do everything 
they aren't allowing other Spirit-gifted individuals to share in ministry. 
They also knew that the others would be eager to fill a need.  Sometimes we overcomplicate things don't 
we.  We try to figure out if a serving opportunity is best for us or fits us perfectly.  But notice the requirements 
for men to care of the widows- good character and full of the Spirit and wisdom.  Nothing about what exactly 
their gifts were or if they were “servers”.  There was a need and the church needed them to step up, so they 
did. 
 
Remember the Mission 
Lastly, remember the mission.  The end of this section of text tells of what all this “serving one another” in the 
church is for- that the word of God would increase!  In other words, that the church continues to be Jesus’ 
witnesses to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).  We even see those who would be most hostile to the message 
of Jesus being God’s Messiah, the priests, coming to faith in Christ!  And it's no coincidence that Luke 
states that on the heels of the account of the church caring for Greek-speaking widows.  They must have 
seen a community that not only loved those just like them (Hebrews), but took care of those who were 
different from them.  What’s more if you look at the names of the men they chose to serve, all the names are 
Greek names, which may show us that the leadership even saw fit to put Greek speakers in leadership roles 
to help lead and guide this diverse community. 
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